“A Marriage Proposal” – Chekhov

ESSAY

Anton Chekhov was a famous Russian short story writer and playwright, who won literary fame as one of the world’s greatest short story writers. His plays belonged to the ‘theatre of mood’ rather than the ‘theatre of action’. “A Marriage Proposal” by Chekhov is a hilarious comedy presenting a Russian aristocrat’s search for a wife.
Ivan Vassiliyitch Lomov, a country gentleman, decides to go to his neighbour’s house to ask for his daughter’s hand in marriage. He is dressed in his Sunday best, befitting the seriousness of the occasion, and is in a state of great agitation. His neighbour Stepan StepanovitchTschubukov thinks he has comes to borrow money and decides not to give him any. But when he hears that he has come to ask for his daughter’s hand in marriage, he is extremely delighted and rushes off to call his daughter.

As Lomov waits for Natalia Stepanovna, he explains in a soliloquy why he wants to marry Natalia. He believes it is foolish to think too much about or keep waiting for an ideal or true love. He is happy that Natalia is an excellent housekeeper, not bad looking and well educated – he could not ask for more. Moreover he has reached the critical age of thirty-five, has all kinds of medical problems and wants to live a well-regulated life. She will be a suitable wife also because they have been neighbours for ages and know each another well.

Natalia soon enters and Lomov begins on a cheerful but nervous note. He talks about the long-standing friendship between the two families, and how they have been good neighbours, with his meadows touching Tschubukov’s birch wood. But the mention of the meadows makes Natalia angry as she believes the meadows belong to them. Lomov does not agree and describes the family history behind his possession of the meadows. He also says the meadows do not matter, but only the principle; he is even willing to give the meadows to Natalia. But she will have none of it and threatens to send her reapers to prove her possession. Tschubukov soon joins them and supports Natalia. The argument becomes a shouting match and they abuse each other’s family. Lomov thinks he is going to faint and staggers out of their house, with Tschubukov shouting at him never to come back.
When Lomov leaves the house after the first argument, Tschubukov tells his daughter that Lomov had come to propose marriage to her. Natalia is shocked and hysterically begs her father to call him back. Cursing himself, Tschubukov goes out and brings Lomov back. Lomov says that it is only the principle that matters and not the meadows but Natalia steers the conversation towards hunting. Unfortunately they enter into a second argument now. Natalia claims that her father’s dog Otkatia is any day better than Lomov’s dog Ugadi. Lomov says that Otkatai has a shorter jaw as is no good as a hunting dog. They again start shouting at each other, and Tschubukov comes in and supports his daughter. They abuse each other and Natalia makes fun of Lomov, telling him he should stay in the kitchen like a woman rather than go fox-hunting.  Lomov faints and Natalia and Tschubukov think he is dead. They manage to revive him with some water and Tschubukov decides to solve the problem immediately – he joins their hands and makes them kiss each other, confirming the marriage. Immediately afterwards Natalia wants Lomov to agree that Ugadi is worse than Otkatai!
The play ends on a hilarious note when Tschubukov loudly calls for champagne and declares that the domestic joys have begun. Tshubuukov has a humorous supporting role because he always makes the argument worse and also brings the play to a comic close.
QUESTIONS

I. Answer in a short paragraph (1 Weight each)

1. Why does Lomov want to marry Natalia?

“A Marriage Proposal” by Chekhov is a hilarious comedy presenting a Russian aristocrat’s search for a wife. As Lomov waits for Natalia Stepanovna, he explains in a soliloquy why he wants to marry Natalia. He believes it is foolish to think too much about or keep waiting for an ideal or true love. He is happy that Natalia is an excellent housekeeper, not bad looking and well educated – he could not ask for more. Moreover he has reached the critical age of thirty-five, has all kinds of medical problems and wants to live a well-regulated life.
2. How does Lomov get into his first argument with Natalia?

“A Marriage Proposal” by Chekhov is a hilarious comedy presenting a Russian aristocrat’s search for a wife. When Tschubukov hears that Lomov has come to ask for his daughter’s hand in marriage, he is extremely delighted and rushes off to call his daughter. Natalia soon enters and Lomov begins on a cheerful but nervous note. He talks about the long-standing friendship between the two families, and how they have been good neighbours, with his meadows touching Tschubukov’s birch wood. But the mention of the meadows makes Natalia angry as she believes the meadows belong to them. Lomov does not agree and describes the family history behind his possession of the meadows. But she will have none of it and threatens to send her reapers to prove her possession. This is how the first argument starts.

3. Give a description of the couple’s argument regarding their respective dogs.

“A Marriage Proposal” by Chekhov is a hilarious comedy presenting a Russian aristocrat’s search for a wife. When Tschubukov tells his daughter that Lomov had come to propose marriage to her, Natalia is shocked and hysterically begs her father to call him back. Cursing himself, Tschubukov goes out and brings Lomov back. Lomov says that it is only the principle that matters and not the meadows but Natalia steers the conversation towards hunting. Unfortunately they enter into a second argument now. Natalia claims that her father’s dog Otkatia is any day better than Lomov’s dog Ugadi. Lomov says that Otkatai has a shorter jaw as is no good as a hunting dog. Thus they enter into a bitter argument about their dogs.

4. What role does Tschubukov play in Lomov and Natalia’s quarrels?
“A Marriage Proposal” by Chekhov is a hilarious comedy presenting a Russian aristocrat’s search for a wife. When Lomov faints, Natalia and Tschubukov think he is dead. They manage to revive him with some water and Tschubukov decides to solve the problem immediately – he joins their hands and makes them kiss each other, confirming the marriage. Immediately afterwards Lomov says that Ugadi is still better than Otkatai. The play ends on a hilarious note when Tschubukov loudly calls for champagne and declares that the domestic joys have begun. Tshubuukov has a humorous supporting role because he always makes the argument worse and also brings the play to a comic close.

II. Answer the following with reference to the context (2 Weights each)
1. “If a person meditates too much, or hesitates, or talks about it, wait s for an ideal or true love, he never gets it.”

Anton Chekhov was a famous Russian short story writer and playwright, who won literary fame as one of the world’s greatest short story writers. “A Marriage Proposal” by Chekhov is a hilarious comedy presenting a Russian aristocrat’s search for a wife.

Ivan Vassiliyitch Lomov, a country gentleman, decides to go to his neighbour’s house to ask for his daughter’s hand in marriage. His neighbour Stepan StepanovitchTschubukov thinks he has comes to borrow money and decides not to give him any. But when he hears that he has come to ask for his daughter’s hand in marriage, he is extremely delighted and rushes off to call his daughter. As Lomov waits for Natalia Stepanovna, he explains in a soliloquy why he wants to marry Natalia. He believes it is foolish to think too much about or keep waiting for an ideal or true love. He is happy that Natalia is an excellent housekeeper, not bad looking and well educated – he could not ask for more. Moreover he has reached the critical age of thirty-five, has all kinds of medical problems and wants to live a well-regulated life. She will be a suitable wife also because they have been neighbours for ages and know each another well.


This passage reveals Lomov as a practical minded person who does not believe in true love.
2. “It was only the priniciple of the thing – the property isn’t worth much to me, but the principle is worth a great deal”

OR

3. “You ought to stay in the kitchen by the stove and wrestle with the potato peelings and not go foxhunting.”

OR

4. “And now you will admit that Ugadi is worse than Otkatai”


Anton Chekhov was a famous Russian short story writer and playwright, who won literary fame as one of the world’s greatest short story writers. “A Marriage Proposal” by Chekhov is a hilarious comedy presenting a Russian aristocrat’s search for a wife.


When Lomov leaves the house after the first argument, Tschubukov tells his daughter that Lomov had come to propose marriage to her. Natalia is shocked and hysterically begs her father to call him back. Cursing himself, Tschubukov goes out and brings Lomov back. Lomov says that it is only the principle that matters and not the meadows but Natalia steers the conversation towards hunting. Unfortunately they enter into a second argument now. Natalia claims that her father’s dog Otkatia is any day better than Lomov’s dog Ugadi. Lomov says that Otkatai has a shorter jaw as is no good as a hunting dog. They again start shouting at each other, and Tschubukov comes in and supports his daughter. They abuse each other and Natalia makes fun of Lomov, telling him he should stay in the kitchen like a woman rather than go fox-hunting.  Lomov faints and Natalia and Tschubukov think he is dead. They manage to revive him with some water and Tschubukov decides to solve the problem immediately – he joins their hands and makes them kiss each other, confirming the marriage. Immediately afterwards Natalia wants Lomov to agree that Ugadi is worse than Otkatai!


The play ends on a hilarious note when Tschubukov loudly calls for champagne and declares that the domestic joys have begun.
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